SUGGESTED STUDY HABITS for STUDENTS
As you are reading the text or preparing homework assignments, make a note of anything that you don't understand and ask about it in class.

Take notes during class. After class, review your notes and rewrite them if necessary to fill in any missing details. If you don't understand a concept, question your instructor about it during the next class.  

As you start each new topic or chapter of the text, read the chapter review to begin to develop an understanding and anticipation of what you will learn.

Read the assigned material in each section before it is covered in class. After attending class, reread the assigned section to make sure that you understand the material.

Remember that learning any mathematics is a step-by-step process. Always keep up with and complete your assignments because you must understand each topic in order to learn the next. 

When you are working problems for practice assignments, show every step in your solution. Then, if you make an error, it will be easier for you or your instructor to find it -- practice is a pre-test experience.

When you do some steps on a graphing calculator or computer, copy enough steps to show how you did them. 

Study with another student or small group of students, especially when preparing for a test.

On the day of a test, allow yourself plenty of time to complete and check the test.

Review your tests carefully, making sure you understand where and how you made errors.  Do an Error Analysis following all instructions carefully.
If you are having a problem, be sure to take advantage of the tutoring sessions.
GUIDELINE for PROBLEM SOLVING USING a GRAPHING CALCULATOR or COMPUTER
If you have not had previous experience using your graphing calculator, you will need to spend extra time learning the necessary skills to solve the assigned problems.

Be sure you understand the operation of your computer/calculator.  You need to be skilled at entering expressions in a way that will guarantee that your computer/calculator is performing the operation correctly.

Focus first on analyzing the problem. After you have developed a strategy, you may be able to use your computer/calculator to help you implement the strategy. Write down your steps in an organized way to clearly outline the strategy used and the results.

Most problems can be solved in a variety of ways. If you choose to solve a problem using a table, try checking the solution with an analytic (or algebraic) approach. If you choose to solve a problem using algebra, try checking the solution with an algebraic approach.

After obtaining a solution with a computer/calculator, be sure to ask yourself if the solution is reasonable (within the context of the problem.)

To lessen the chance of errors, CLEAR the computer/calculator display (and check the settings) before beginning a new problem. 

Some utilities display results in exact values, some round the numbers, while some truncate (drop) digits. To minimize error due to rounding be sure to round off only at the end of the calculation and only when directed to do so.  
If a number is wanted for future use, it should be stored in the calculator's memory (most store exact values).                                                                                   ---- adapted from Ann R. Kraus

